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THE WORD OF GOD

Welcome

Prelude
Suite of Carols! ! 11 1 1111 T e i  hwitbur Held (1914-2015)
!

Anthem
O radiant dawn James Macmillan (b. 1956)

O radiant dawn, splendor of eternal light, son of justice,

Come shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death.

Isaiah had prophesied, “The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light:
upon those who dwelt in the the land of gloom a light has shone.

The Tower Bell rings. All stand for the Hymn.

Procession

Hymn 83 — O come, all ye faithful !! 11 [HITHITIHTETTTHTETT T iiimim Adeste fideles
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; Sing, all ye citizens of Heaven above!
Come and behold him Glory to God, glory in the highest:
Born the King of Angels: O come, let us adore Him
O come, let us adore Him Christ the Lord.
FhrlSt the Lord. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy
God of God, light of light, morning;
Lo, he abhors not the Virgin's womb; Jesus, to thee be glory given!
Very God, begotten, not created: Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!
O come, let us adore Him O come, let us adore Him

Christ the Lord. Christ the Lord.

Opening Acclamation

Celebrant  Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

The Collect for Purity

Celebrant  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Suite of Carols Wilbur Held (1914-2015)
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O radiant dawn James Macmillan (b. 1956)
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Hymn of Praise
Hymn 96 — Angels we have heard on high Gloria

Angels we have heard on high, singing sweetly through the night,
and the mountains in reply echoing their brave delight.

Gloria in excelsis Deo,

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see? What glad tidings did you hear?
Gloria in excelsis Deo,

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing.
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, the newborn King.
Gloria in excelsis Deo,

Gloria in excelsis Deo.

The Collect of the Day

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light: Grant that we,
who have known the mystery of that Light on earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with
you and the Holy Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

THE LESSONS

Old Testament Isaiah 9:2-7

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep darkness
-- on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice
before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of their
burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of
Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as
tuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority
shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He
will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence is kept.
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Choral Anthem :30 pm)

Go tell it on the mountain Traditional spiritual
Go, tell it on the mountain, While shepherds kept their watching The shepherds feared and trembled
Over the hills and everywhere. O'er silent flocks by night, When lo! above the earth
Go, tell it on the mountain Behold throughout the heavens Rang out the angel chorus
That Jesus Christ is born. There shone a holy light. That hailed our Savior's birth.
Choral Anthem @00 pm)

Ding dong, merrily on high Charles Wood (1866-1926)
Ding-dong! Merrily on high E'en so, here below, below, Pray you, dutifully prime
in heaven the bells are ringing. let steeple bells be swungen; your matin chime, you ringers;
Ding-dong! Verily the sky and i-o, i-o, i-o, may you beautifully rhyme
is riven with angels singing: by priest and people sungen! your evetime song, you singers:
Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! Gloria, hosanna in excelsis!
New Testament Titus 2:11-14

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and worldly
passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait
for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. He it is
who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his
own who are zealous for good deeds.

Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Silence is kept. Then, the people stand, as they are able.

Sequence Hymn
Hymn 82 — Of the father’s love begotten (vv. 1-2)! MDivinium mysterium!
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1 Of the Father’s love be-got - ten ere the worlds be-gan to be, he is Alpha and O-me-ga,

2 O that birth for ev-er bless-ed, when the Vir-gin, full of grace, by the Ho-ly Ghost con-ceiv-ing,
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first re - vealed his sa - cred face, ev -er - more and ev -er - more!
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The Holy Gospel Luke 2:1-20

Gospeler The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to be
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there,
the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in
bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy
for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. This
will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, "Glory to
God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they
went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw this,
they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who heard it were amazed at what
the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told
them.

Gospeler The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Silence is kept.

Sequence Hymn

Hymn 82 — Of the father’s love begotten (vv. 3-4)! MDivinium mysterium
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The Sermon

Silence is kept.

Choral Anthem

In the bleak midwinter

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan--
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone.
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow,
In the bleak midwinter, long ago.

Our God, Heaven cannot hold Him, nor Earth sustain.
Heaven and Earth shall flee away when He comes to reign.
In the bleak midwinter, a stable place sufficed

The Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ.

Enough for Him, whom Cherubim worship night and day--
A breastful of milk and a manger full of hay.

Enough for Him, whom angels fall down before,

The ox and ass and camel which adore.

What can I give Him, poor as I am?

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb,
If I were a wise man, I would do my part.
Yet what I can, I give Him, give my heart--
Give my heart.

All stand.

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.

The Rev. Jeff D.S. Thornberg, Rector

Harold Darke (1888-1976)
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;

he suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again

in accordance with the Scriptures;

he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The people remain standing, as they are able.

Prayers of the People

Intercessor Let us pray for the needs of God’s world, for peace and justice on earth, and for the unity and
mission of the Church for which Jesus died.

And because Jesus particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, the cold, the
hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and unloved, the aged and little
children, as well as all those who do not know the love of God in Christ.

Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude which no one
can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in Jesus, we are one for evermore.

During the silence, the people add their own prayers, either silently or aloud.
The Celebrant concludes with a Collect.

The people stand, as they are able, for The Peace.

The Peace
Celebrant  The peace of the newborn Prince of Peace be always with you.
People And also with you.

All greet one another in the name of the Lord.

Welcome and Anhouncements
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THE HOLY COMMUNION

Offertory Anthem

Glory to God (Messiah) G. F. Handel (1685-1748)

There were shepherds abiding in the field keeping watch over their flock by night.

And lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them,

and the glory of the Lord shone round about them, and they were sore afraid.

And the angel said unto them, "Fear not, for behold,

I bring you good tidings of great joy which shall be to all people

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior which is Christ the Lord."

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying:

Glory to God in the highest
And peace on earth, good will towards men.

The Great Thanksgiving Eucharistic Prayer B

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant  Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give God thanks and praise.

The people remain standing, as they are able, and the Celebrant begins,

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the mighty power of the Holy
Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that we might be delivered
from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:
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Holy, holy, holy Lord
Hymn S 130 - Sanctus Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
7:30 pm: Chinese Choirs/Chinese speakers sing the Sanctus first in Mandarin followed by the English version
11:00 pm: Sung by all
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in thenameofthe Lord. Ho-san-nna in the high - est. Ho-sanna in the high-est.

The Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,
We remember his death,

We proclaim his resurrection,

We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant.
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Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the
Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the
author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty
Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy Name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

A period of silence is kept.

Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us!
People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia!!

The Celebrant says the Invitation to Communion.

Communion Anthem
If anybody ask you who I am African-American spiritual, arr. Elliot Z. Levine (b. 1948)

If anybody asks you who I am, tell them I'm a child of God.

Peace on earth, Mary rock the cradle, Christ child born in glory.

The little cradle rocks tonight in glory, Christ child born in glory.
The Christ child passing singing softly, the Christ child born in glory.
If anybody ask you who you are, tell them you're a child of God.
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Communion Anthem

The Oxen (Hodie) Ralph Vaughan Williams (1875-1958)
Christmas Eve, and twelve of the clock. So fair a fancy few would weave
“Now they are all on their knees,” In these years! Yet, I feel,
An elder said as we sat in a flock If someone said on Christmas Eve,
By the embers in hearthside ease. “Come; see the oxen kneel,
We pictured the meek mild creatures where “In the lonely barton by yonder coomb
They dwelt in their strawy pen, Our childhood used to know,”
Nor did it occur to one of us there I should go with him in the gloom,
To doubt they were kneeling then. Hoping it might be so.

The ushers will light the handheld candles.
Please pass the light to the next person in your row.

Postcommunion Prayer

Celebrant ~ Let us pray.
The people stand.

Mysterious God, we thank you for feeding us with yourself; and for making yourself known to us in
the holy child Jesus, the Christ. Let us carry within our hearts your Holy Spirit, that same Spirit which
was in Jesus, so that we may help bring your peace to all the earth in Jesus’ Name. Amen.

Postcommunion Hymn
Hymn 111- Silent night, holy night Stille Nacht
7:30 pm: Chinese speakers sing verse 1 in Mandarin followed by all singing verses 1-3 in English
11:00 pm: Sung by all

PR, EBR, BT, uht, Silent night! Holy night!
REEHREXR, Shepherds quake at the sight:
ZLOREHEZDORE, Glories stream from heaven afar,
BERGZIR, #FRERBLR. Heav'nly hosts sing Alleluia!
Silent night! Holy night! Christ, the Savior is born!

All is calm, all is bright Christ, the Savior is born!

Round yon virgin mother and child; Silent night! Holy night!

Holy infant, so tender and mild, Son of God, love’s pure light

Sleep in heavenly peace, Radiant beams from thy holy face,
Sleep in heavenly peace. With the dawn of redeeming grace,

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.
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Blessing

The Priest blesses the people.

May Almighty God, who sent his Son to take our nature upon him, bless you in this holy season, scatter
the darkness of sin, and brighten your heart with the light of his holiness. Amen.

May God, who sent his angels to proclaim the glad news of the Savior’s birth, fill you with joy, and make
you heralds of the Gospel. Amen.

May God, who in the Word made flesh joined heaven to earth and earth to heaven, give you his peace
and favor. Amen.

Christ was born for this: May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be
upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen.

Hymn in Recession
Hymn 100 - Joy to the world! !! ! Antioch!
7:30 pm: Chinese speakers sing verse 1 in Mandarin followed by all singing verses 1-3 in English
11:00 pm: Sung by all!

Joy to the world! the Lord is come:
let earth receive her King;

let every heart prepare him room,
and heaven and nature sing.

Joy to the world! the Savior reigns;

let us our songs employ,

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains,
repeat the sounding joy.

He rules the world with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove

the glories of his righteousness,

and wonders of his love.

Dismissal

The Deacon dismisses the people.

People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia!

Postude
Toccatina on Angels We Have Heard on High Richard Elliott (b. 1957)
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